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Parental responsibility: guide for schools and local authorities BHEME  FREBABEDIZOHDHAF
Department for Education BEE

Guidance HA Ky =2

Understanding and dealing with issues relating to parental responsibility

BREMFICHT 2HEOERRE &L

Applies to England

A 75y FIZER

Overview  [Overview =
Schools are required by law to engage with pupils’ parents in a number of different FRIGFERICE Y, BABRAETEFORLEL S Z EMREBMITONATWS, FRIL.
ways. They can find themselves caught up in disputes between a number of adults, BEOFHOBREZ ERTIEHROAABMOEWICEZAFIFNEI b H D, /-, B
each claiming to have parental responsibility for a particular child. They are also RAFEOIY R, BHICHENBEDL ETEFLTWERFHALIZOLWTIE, HelTo
expected to navigate complex living arrangements, particularly for children who are EENREALLTWEY, RNAETH 7N TEZeNH -0, ZDL 5 REY EDICEHXT
living in social care, where parental responsibility can be confusing or unclear. BEBZENKDHLND,
We've produced this guidance to help schools understand their obligations and duties in . R . N . e e
relatio:to the rights ind responsibilipt)ies of parents, as recognised fy education law. We ST K AL %g;ﬁfﬁﬁb bﬂ’(h\é\{%;%%@?f&?ﬁlj EREERT A FRORBERE

TR BAI-OIERLELZ, ZOHA KX XTI
use the terms:
must — where a school has a duty must - ERICKEN H 56
can — where a school has a power (not a duty) under statutory or common law can - ESFE TV O—ICEDL (BETIRAW) ERIERICH DHE,
should - for guidance on good practice should - RIFAEREAEICETZHA X RDHE
We use the terms ‘resident’ and ‘non-resident’ parent to distinguish between parents b, FEHLERBLTWAHEABELTWAWREEXBT27012. [BELTWS
who do and do not live with a child. 1 BE BEBELTWS] BEWSEEEFE-TVLET,
This guidance should not be treated as a complete and authoritative statement of the  |AH A K> R, FEOREN DERD R E LTIRONEIRETIEH Y A, AHA
law. We refer throughout to legislation that sets out schools’ legal duties. Some primary |4 > X Tld. FROENEBEZRET I EEEZSBLTVWET, —OTELEREIL, FIT
legislation may have been amended since its publication. If you have any queries about [ICREESNTWAREELH Y FT, SEAINTWVWEERIIOVWTERAH 25 51E. F
the legislation referred to, you should contact your legal advisers in the first instance. |3 EFEMICEUVWAEHOETIEE W,
The welfare of the child must be a school’s paramount consideration. If a parent raises . } .
a concern and you are unsure how to act, yopu should seek legal advice to Znsure that %E%({)%mti\ f?“—d"it:\t O,CE-E@%%IE?G@U“@E ’ iﬁ\/\lo 1%;%%\\#%,’—%%%5)% L\\
the parent’s rights and responsibilities are not infringed and the school’s actions are EDs 7 SIS b\iﬁoz‘:i%ébi\ {%E%%OME?J ERENEIENT, PROTILHH
) ) ) BIRICENLTWEZ L 2RI D701, ENMEEKOBRETT,

compliant with education law.

Review .
Review date L Ea—Aft

date

We will review this guidance before September 2026, subject to any legislative changes.

ZDOHAX Y ZAF2026 98 F CTICRETFETH B,
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Defining
who is a Defining who is a parent HENHETHDIIDER
parent

It is important that schools and local authorities are aware that parents may be
recognised differently under education law and under family law. Section 576 of the
Education Act 1996 states that, in relation to a child or young person, a ‘parent’ includes
any person who is not a parent (from which can be inferred ‘biological parent’) but who

has parental responsibility for or care of the child.

R & BRI, %ﬁﬁ*‘%ﬁzﬁ;‘ft%’ﬁ;‘ff« ERRDIRBHBTHDL I ERETE mﬁ
BTHD, 1996FERBEBL6LTIE, REL-FEIELOBRICBEVWT, 8] |
FHolaw (Zoho TEMFNE] 20T TES) . BREOHE L’C@Efi
FIEEEEEZETIENESEND L LTLD,

For the purposes of education law, the Department for Education (DfE) considers a

. #HBEEE #HEE (DE) 3 [H] Z2UTOLS ICHRT
‘parent’ to include:
all biological parents, whether they are married or not
any person who, although not a biological parent, has parental responsibility for a child | - & L TW S HEDITH DD BT, TRTOEH

or young person — this could be an adoptive parent, a step-parent, a guardian or other
relative
any person who, although they are not a biological parent and do not have parental

responsibility, has care of a child or young person

CROBTRBUVA, REZLRBEIFICHLTRE LTOEEZRT 5%
BH. B BREA ZOBOFES CNICHTD

cEOBTIERL, BELTOEELEDR LA, %t%)@id\fﬁ’&?‘glﬁcu%%

A person typically has care of a child or young person if the child lives with them either

full or part time and they look after them, irrespective of what their biological or legal

FEH L DEYFRIEITENRBERICONMDLT, ?E%VJ“7M/'}?/{L\$7‘: ld/ 8=k &A
LTZDOANERBL, FELOMEZLTLRHE, TOANEIBE, FELPEEZEEL

relationship is with the child. TW3,
Example -
A foster carer or a family-and-friends carer who does not have parental responsibility . N N
o ) . HELTOERIERVLA, FELICHBIIHENRREZT)>ERZREINTLIERE
but has been delegated the responsibility for taking day-to-day decisions about the . _
g7 7= TR TR TT T,

child.

If a person is not the biological parent of a child, does not have parental responsibility
for the child, and the child no longer lives with them, it is unlikely they will be
recognised as a parent. Any disputes about whether a person is a child’s ‘parent’ within
the meaning of section 576 of the Education Act 1996 are for the courts to decide.

HBEIADFELOEYFENBHETIE AL, FELIIHLTRE LTOEEZRT. FEH
DHERPZDOALRBELTOEWES, ZOADPHRE LTERDOONZARMEIFED, H$5 A
D196 FEHB EEET6RICV D FHD ] THEHESNITDVNTDIHEIE. FHHIFTHR
ET 5,
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DfE may also refer to a ‘corporate parent’ within statutory and non-statutory guidance.
This term is used to describe local authorities and partner organisations that contribute
to services provided to looked-after children, namely children who are the subject of a
care order. A care order gives the local authority (the ‘corporate parent’) parental
responsibility under section 33(3) of the Children Act 1989.

DFEIE. EFEB L PEEADHA X RO, [a—KL—FF - R*F7L >k (corporate

parent) | ERERZ EHH D, TOAEIF. HABEBREY, REGSONREL->TWLD

FEH, 2FY. [RESN 2FED (look-after

children) JICRHENZ Y —ERICEBRT 2/5— b F B ICOWTHBT S
ICERESND, BEEDDIL. 1989F BRERFEIBFIBEICE DS, WHBEANE ( [EAHR

) ICHEE SR 5,

Understand
ing parental
responsibili

ty

Understanding parental responsibility

ROEFEZBRT S

In family law, under section 3 of the Children Act 1989, parental responsibility means all
the rights, duties, powers, responsibilities and authority that a parent has in relation to
the child.

«f@&ﬁ\%%\&@\ﬁﬁ%a%¢&

I BATICHLTETSS

A person with parental responsibility can make decisions about the child’s upbringing
and is entitled to information about the child. For example, they can give consent to
their medical treatment and make decisions about their education. They also have the
right to receive information about their health and education.

FIEEIX. FTHOBBICOVLWTRET S Z LN TE, FHRICBT 2EREF2HEMNIH S
o BIZIE, EEITAICAZELIY . BHEICODLWTRELEZYTEZENTES, £/,
BOEBICETSIBEWMERITIMBENLH D,

There are specific examples in general principles for schools and local authorities.

FRCHTT B IR —RIFAICIZEEFILH B,

Who has parental responsibility

HARE LTOEEZES OH

A child’s birth mother (the person who carried the child) has parental responsibility
unless it has been removed by an adoption order or a parental order following

surrogacy.

BFHEAGSCREBHEROHIEGSIC
ZHotzAN) HEEERED,

Lo THENHEINGVRY, BB (FiEH

If a child’s father and mother were married to each other at the time of the child’s birth,
they each have parental responsibility. If the parents were not married to each other at

that time, the child’s father can gain parental responsibility:

?Eﬁo)ﬁdilﬂ%b:ﬁt%ﬁt%Ef)“ilﬁﬁllaa?]% E)ofvm-m\ ENENI|E LTOERZFD,
HAERIC REDIERBERIC A D > 7235 RFDBEE LR DI ENTES !

by registering the child’s birth jointly with the mother

by subsequently marrying the child’s mother

through a ‘parental responsibility agreement’ between him and the child’s mother that is
registered with the court

by obtaining a court order for parental responsibility

- BHCHRATHERZRET S 2 &,
- FHOEH EEBT S,
CREFHOBRE 0BT, HEIAT
%,

- BIEICBE T 2B Y ITH S &

LB (e LTOBERICET 2] 2iET

D57 %,
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If two female parents have a child through fertility treatment, the mother’s female
partner is treated in the same way as a father. She has parental responsibility if she is
married to or in a civil partnership with the mother at the time of the treatment (or if the
two women agree in writing that she will be the child’s second parent). She can also

acquire parental responsibility in the same way that a child’s father can.

ZUERIEOEBRATNLAEICL > TFHRE L S 125G, BFHROTE - M F—ERB L

RL &I ICFEbND, NMEAERICAREBIBELTWS D, P EL - RX—=bF =2y T%4E
ATWDIEE (F/d. ZAOLXUAEZAEICL YV ZABORERDZLICEELTWEEA
) BHRIEBRLLTOEEREZBVWET, Fo, RPLAKRICHRIEZRBTSILHTEET

o

People who are not the child’s biological mother, father or second female parent can

also acquire parental responsibility.

FHOEROHR, KF. —HFHOXRTHVALBREZISTH LN TE S,

Civil partners have parallel rights to married people in terms of parental responsibility.

The same provisions for married people apply to them in terms of:

TEN - R=hF—F HMELTOEFREL VWO KT, BEELRFOENZET S, AT
KT, BBEELRAUCRENERAEIND

acquiring parental responsibility: adoption, agreement with their civil partner or by an
order from the court

holding parental responsibility

- EBFBE. VB - = b F— L DAE.
B53 5,
CHELTOEEEED

FHRRBYFFOGEICLY ., BELTOEESR

A local authority (the ‘corporate parent’) acquires parental responsibility under section
33(3) of the Children Act 1989 if it is named when a care order is made in respect of a
child.

wHBRAE (DEAR] ) &, 1989F REEEIFEIRICE IS, REICHLCEESD
NHINFEBITERSNHE, HELTOEEEZIET 2,

Key effects of a father or second female parent acquiring parental responsibility

RIREI2ABDOZENREZBIS LIIBED T u s

When a father or second female parent acquires parental responsibility, they:

SBRELIL2ABOLRMVFELZEUS LI0HE. WO IXREZEIST S ¢

become a ‘parent’ for the purposes of adoption legislation and can therefore withhold

consent to an adoption

BFHEELD 8] 1Chdin, BFRE~ORBEZRET SN TE S,

can object to the child being accommodated in local authority accommodation
under section 20 of the Children Act 1989 and remove them from such accommodation

(unless the child is over 16 and agrees to be provided with accommodation)

1989F REEE205RICEDE, REAMMALBOBABRICNASND ZEICRIFL, %
D& BEAERDNORESBLZENTES (2L, REHLIGHRU LT, BAMKRK
RBHEINZ ZLICABLTVWEEEZR) &

will automatically be a party to care proceedings TTFEHREDYEEICLD

can appoint a guardian BEANERAETES

can give valid consent for the child’s medical treatment (subject to the competency of |FEHLDEBRITAICEDNRREEEZXDIENTES (Fz72L, FELHMFELREESR
the child to give their own consent or object to the treatment being proposed) 7o), BESNTWEIBEICEZAEBALYTIEADHDI L A2EHEETD)

have the right of access to the child’s health records

FELDRRTRICT 7 RS 2END D 2,

can withdraw the child from sex education and religious education classes and make

representations to their school concerning their education

FELEMBBECREIBOREDN ORHESE, ZRICHLTFELDEBTICOLWTHLA
N5IENTED,

must give their consent if the child’s other parent seeks to remove the child from the

jurisdiction

FELDL I —HOERN, BEREANLFELEBNES D LT55HE. RAELAITNILR
DR AW

can sign the child’s passport application and object to the granting of a passport

FHONRRRE—FRFFICEL L. SRAF— FORIGICRFELBRADIENTE D,
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has sufficient rights in relation to the child to invoke the international child abduction ERRFOEIRICEIZBANETET /2010, FELICEITLZIHARENEBELTWS
rules &,

can consent to the marriage of the child, if the child is aged 16 or 17 FHALE F 21T OHE. FHROBIBICRIEZETE %,

Other ways to acquire parental responsibility Z Db DRIEBIS A&

Parental responsibility can be acquired in other ways, including by:

BELToERIR, oA ETHESTEENTES

adoption, after which only the adoptive parents will hold parental responsibility

BT HER. BREDADLVRE LTOEEEZED,

prospective adoption, when parental responsibility is shared with other parties such as

the local authority while the child is placed with the prospective adopter

BYHHEEFLETLHE. BEFBEHEERETLENL L TFELEZBEIDH. HElTo
ERzABRGRL SO EEEEHET IHE,

obtaining a parental order following surrogacy

AIR R O RIS

being a step-parent, through agreement with the child’s mother and their other parent,
if that person also has parental responsibility for the child, or as the result of a court

order

FELOBBELVEI—HDOHREDER
Bi5E. FREHHFOGHICLY .

I2&VY., ZOEINFELDRELTOEEEET
EEBEOHRERD L,

being granted a child arrangements order determining who the child should live with or

that a parent should spend time with the child but the child should not live with them

FELNHEETEICELTRED,
E—HEICELITRETHRNE

FLEFREFED E—RHITBITIANE DY
RETLREFEGDERITD &,

FELIEH

being appointed as a guardian or special guardian

BEANFLIIFIERNSEESIND

being named in an emergency protection order — although parental responsibility in such

a case is limited to taking reasonable steps to safeguard or promote the child’s welfare

REREDHICEESND &, 1215 L. TDBH

ToIHMRET 27 HDEENABEZ L5 &I

EDHDODEFEIZ. FELELOBUERE
BESN D,

being the local authority named in the care order for a child

FELDTTH—X—ICBESNIHABRETHEL I L,

More than one person, and even several people, can hold and exercise parental
responsibility for a child. The parental responsibility of one party does not necessarily
stop simply because another person is also given it, although this can happen.
Therefore, in some cases, several people may exercise parental responsibility on behalf
of a child.

—ADFHRICH L TERDAD, H5WVWEEBDADPFRE LTOEEEZREL. £Ne{TET
BIEDNTED, HEIADVBECZIISLI-ADE VLT, FIOABFHEEZEET S LI
BDHEERY FRA, LI >T, HBEICK>TE, BROADFHRICKD > THRIEZITE
THIEBHY T,

Parental responsibility is not given to a foster parent or a key worker in residential care,
but it is essential that schools engage and work with these individuals, who are often
the most influential and important people in the child’s life. How a school engages with
social workers and the birth parents of the child in each case needs to be defined

locally, but it is an essential part of supporting the child’s school and care environment.

ﬁ@ﬁ&iiﬁ%A%mﬂw#—v—t—'i%ibh@wﬁ 2RIE. FEBDAEIC

FENOHLIEBEELANYP THDLIENZVWINOSDAMERERDLY ., BT 5 &N
EJA’G%%JO EINENDT—RIIBEVWT, ZRAY =Ty LT —H—ROFELED LS
b TV, BT EICEDDRLEADH DA, FELOEROCEBTEESXIETS
ETRARB I ETH S,
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Court
orders and
parental Court orders and parental responsibility HYlpams L HOET
responsibili
ty

Court orders under section 8 of the Children Act 1989, often called section 8 orders (as
amended by section 12 of the Children and Families Act 2014) settle areas of dispute in
relation to the exercise of parental responsibility or a child’s care or upbringing, and can

limit how an individual exercises their parental responsibility.

1989 IR B EHFORXICHEH D HYFHSIL. LIFLITESRGSD
EEI2EICKYHIE)  HELTOEEDITEXLIZIFOEE - BF|
BARL, BANBRE LTOBEEATESTZ2HEEFHIRT I LN TE 3,

LR EN (20145 IR EREE
CEYT L IFENHE

There are different types of section 8 orders, which can be made to address particular |27 > 3 V8@ HICII S EFIETABEEIH Y, BEOHMBEICHNT H/-DICHEINE Z &
issues. H5,
Prohibited steps order ZEEESS
A prohibited steps order imposes a specific restriction on the exercise of responsibility. |ZIEEBESSIZ. EEOTHEICEEOFHIREZET LD THD, 2FH., ErPRELTHE
This means that no step specified by the court that a parent could take in meeting their |(£% R7/-37-DICHHIMMIEBE LWL HARZEED. RHFOREALICIEERS Z LN T
parental responsibility can be taken without the consent of the court. LB YES,
Example el
One parent wants to take the child abroad for an extended period or prevent the child | —ADEA, 5 —FHDFEOEICK LT, FHERPBBMIENE L7z, 74
from attending a form of religious worship against the wishes of the other parent. PREMAILEFEICSMT 20 %L L7,
Specific issue order SEREDS
A specific issue order gives directions for the purpose of determining a specific question [ EMBDHIL. R LTOEFEICEELTCE L/, FHIEELCIAUEEOH 2BEOME
that has arisen or may arise in connection with any aspect of parental responsibility. ERETHENTERESEZ2HDTH 5,
Example .
An order allowing one parent to agree to a pupil moving school against the wishes of R DEA. b5 —BOBEOEICR LT AEOER I EE TS L AR DO,
the other parent.

REFRaS

Child arrangements order
A child arrangements order sets out the arrangements for whom the child is to live with
and when, and the arrangements for which parent they are to spend time or have

contact with. It replaces the former residence and contact orders.

In line with their safeguarding duties, schools should ask parents to provide them with a
copy of the most recent court order in place. However, a parent may first need to seek

the permission of the court to share orders with a third party, including the school.

Child arrangements

orderid, FHAEHEE WO—HEICED A
R RN
DTHS,

EgN

FRE, REZBORBICREL., REE]

EHEL0HE—RITBI LY,
ICDOVWTORMYRODZEDDHDTH D, URIOERGSCEMGSICKHLD D

Bemd L 7:

CBRFORUFHEDIC—HIBHT LI RD S

NETY, 1L, REEIIET, FREGOCEZFBLDDEHE T2 L HHAICK

DHLIBEDHDLIDL LNEEA,
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Care order TTF—K—

If a care order is in place, the role parents can play in their child’s life and schooling
may be limited by the local authority.

Schools should note that a court order limiting a parent’s exercise of their parental
responsibility does not necessarily prevent or restrict a school from carrying out its
duties under education law.

BEDDOVHEBSINTVIHE, BV’ FHROEFCPERUE CRI-E2KRINL. HAER
WICE > THIRSIN B ATERED B Y £9,

FRIE. BWORELTCOBEERZRLT I L Z2FIRTI2EHISGRAH-TH, FROVLEE
ICEICEBER-TZEZLTLIPITVHRLAZY T2EDTEREVI LICBETA
ETH D,

Terminating parental responsibility

While such cases are rare, in very limited circumstances, the court can also make an
order under section 4(3) of the Children Act 1989 to terminate parental responsibility
that has been acquired. The exception to this is where parental responsibility was
acquired through the marriage of the father or second female parent to the child’s

mother.

More information about court orders and pre-proceedings is available.

BELTOEFDOKT

DS Br—REHmTHDLH. FEBICRoNRRICE VLT, HYATIL1989F RELEL
FEIEICEDE, BSLA-HL LToEAZRTIE 292 T2 &b TES, 72120
 REELIZEBOXFEDN FROBHFEFBELZZEICKY, HELToEEZISL
HEIEFIN TS,

HEFrpS B LUENFRE ICEHIFHMEII b2 IEBLIL,

General
principles
for schools
and local

authorities

General principles for schools and local authorities

FR &M BIRED 7o 0 —ARRR]

Anyone who is a parent, as recognised under education law, can participate in their
child’s education.

BEETRDoNFHTHNIL, HTHLFHROBFICSMTZZ LN TE D,

This is supported by the duty on the Secretary of State for Education, when exercising
or performing all of their respective powers and duties under the Education Acts, to
have regard to the general principle that pupils are to be educated in accordance with

the wishes of their parents.

IDZEF. BEEICEDLKEINETNOER E BEETEFTZIIEIT TR, EEHNRE
FOBAICK-THEZZIT 2L WS —RERMICEEET AL 5. HEARBICRE DTS
NTWBIENBLLEMITFoNTWS,

Under the Education and Inspections Act 2006, governing bodies of maintained schools
must also have regard to any views expressed by parents of registered pupils.

2006 # B % EE (Education and Inspections Act
2006) ICEDE, HIBFEEROEEHEBIZ. BHRIN-EFOREEN»ORBINLER
ICHEE LRI a sk,

Under the Education (Pupil Information) (England) Regulations 2005, all parents can
also receive information about the child, even though the school’s main contact is likely

to be the parent with whom the child lives on school days.

Education (Pupil Information) (England) Regulations

2005 (2005%#E (BEAMFER) BRA) IC&V. PRAFICEZEZIRD 0L, BRAIC
BREHEELRIBLTVWSREETHIABREDNEVD, IRTOREES REEREICETS
BREZITIMD I LN TE S,
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Those who have parental responsibility for or care of a child have the same rights as

biological parents to:

FEHLORE LTOEECEEELIFTOHEIG. ROBRLRAILENEETS

receive information, such as school reports

FROLKR— bR EDEREZITED

participate in statutory activities, such as voting in an election for parent governors

REEHNNF —BEORREL L, EEEFBICSMT 2,

be asked to give consent, such as to the child taking part in a school trip

BRERIT~OSMNGE, AEEROOND,

be informed about meetings involving the child, such as a governors’ meeting on the
child’s exclusion from school

FELDRBICHETDHNF —RFAE, FELVEETIRFEICODLWTHLDIND,

School and local authority staff must treat all parents equally, unless a court order limits
a parent’s ability to make educational decisions, participate in school life or receive
information about their child. In most circumstances, the question a school must ask
itself when making decisions is not just whether a parent holds parental responsibility

but whether they are a parent under education law.

FREMFEBAEDOEE L. BHFOGDICL > THROBBELORE., FREE~DSIN
. FRICBT2EREXITWMBEANFRINAVERY . $XTOHREFEIHLERITN
RO HN, FEAEDRRICENT, FRMREZ TTRICBRLATNIEE S AL D
HORELTOEREZR 2N ED DT TELEL, HBELORTHE D EIHTHD

o

All parents also have legal obligations under section 7 of the Education Act 1996 — for
example, to ensure that a child of compulsory school age receives a suitable full-time

education.

TARTOHIF. 1996FHEEBTRICEICENEHLE-TWD, IR X EBHEFH
DFELNENLEAHBBERITOND LI ICTE2EB L ETH D,

If a parent’s action or proposed action contravenes the school’s ability to act in the
child’s best interests, the school should try to resolve the problem with the parent but
avoid becoming involved in any conflict. However, there may be occasions when a

school needs to decline requests for action from one or more parents.

REEOTHEIFRESINLITHD, FELOREDNRDIHITITH T 2FRDEE
ICRT 256, FRIGEEE CHERRCBOIRNETTD, NULICEERAENDZZ LIF
BIFENETT, Lol, PRAIANEFLEEBROREEDN S DEFZHDLENH 25HE
LHYET,

In cases where schools cannot resolve the conflict between separated parents, they
should advise the aggrieved parent to pursue the matter through the family court.

AELTVAIMWHONIZBRTEHWES, FRIT. REHYFZE L THEZERT S
£ NaER HRICHEINETH D,

Information
sharing

It is important that schools balance the requests of parents with their statutory duties.
Having parental responsibility does not allow a parent to obstruct a school from carrying

out its duties under the legislation.

FRIE, REBFEOELLRERBONT VRZMD I ENEETH D, e LTOEED
HEHDEVWST, REENEDICEIKERBOBRBOXKTeWETHILIITEEY
Ao
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Example
A biological parent with parental responsibility informs their child’s maintained school |

that they do not wish their child’s step-parent, who does not have parental
responsibility but does have care of the child, to receive educational information about
the child. The school must inform the biological parent that they cannot comply with
that request.

Under the Education (Pupil Information) (England) Regulations 2005, maintained

schools are required to provide access to or copies of a child’s educational record to

BEAFOEOHRN., BEEF-LVAFRHOEBAIIRCVWIREORIC, FHICETS
HEBREZRBET I Z2EEFAVWEZ, FHIE S BEFRICEHAT 5, FRIZ. £D
BHICKHLONBWZ EERRISBA L A ITNIERS AL,

Education (Pupil Information) (England) Regulations
2005 (2005FE#%E (EEEH) RAD &Y, ZPRIIREZFTOERICH LT, FHOHE
LHROMHBEYIC—%Z2RET 2 I EPREMITIONTVLET, - T, b LERIPEROE

parents on request. Therefore, if the school were to abide by the request of the KICIEDLRITNIE, HEELORKICERTEZ EICRY T,
biological parent, it would be in breach of its obligations under education law.
Information sharing legislation BRAFICET L EE

Under the principles of the UK General Data Protection Regulations 2018 (UK GDPR)
and the Data Protection Act 2018, a child or young adult can assume control of their
personal information and restrict access to it from the age of 13.

EE—MKT — 2 REHRDN2018 GREGDPR) &L UT — X REX2018DRAICEIE, B
BFEEERAEDEBRY SEABROERZSIEZ. 77X ZHIRTLIENTE
6C)

However, until they reach the age of 18, their parent is entitled to request access to or a

copy of their educational record even if they do not wish them to access it. Nonetheless,

a parent is not entitled to information the school could not lawfully disclose to the child
under the UK GDPR or to which the child would have no right of access under
the Education (Pupil Information) (England) Regulations 2005.

7272, I8RIET D E T, BIWT I/ ERTHIEAELFHRVEETH, TOHBLH
ANDT IR A% EKRTDEFNNH D, 7272 L. FRANEEDOGDPRICEDEEE
BB R T A2 L. Education (Pupil Information) (England) Regulations
2005ICEDEFWDA T /L RFTBEMZFF- R WVBRICOWTIE, FBIXT7 72 RT HHEF
ERbEEA.

A local authority with parental responsibility for a child is also entitled to inspect or
receive a copy of the educational record of a child who is the subject of a care order.

REOHELZFTOHARRGEDL £/, REGDOTREAL STV
L7cY. Z0BELZRITE-7 2N EHY 5,

REDHBRLHZHE

Example

A non-resident parent who has limited contact with their child contacts their school to
find out how well they did in their exams. The child and the resident parent do not wish
to share that information, and notify the school of this. The school refuses to release
the information on the basis that the child is old enough to control access. It has
therefore breached education law by failing to provide information to which the non-

resident parent is entitled.

A

FHEDEMMPRONTVWEIEFEEDORD . FHOBRDEIEE S 720 (CEK
T3, THEBFEORIZTOBRARETEI L A2EET. FRICZTOEEBNT 5, F
RiE, FEAT /LR %2V FO—LTELZ2ERTHS I EZBHIC, BROLHZES
T2, ->T. FRIIFBEETHI2ENVEFZET2EREBELE T, HERICERL
-z Elim B,

[ZEHE
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Note: GCSE results form part of the pupil’s educational record and are therefore
disclosable to a parent on request. The pupil’s consent is not required. However, if a
school considers that sharing this information could result in serious physical or mental
harm to the pupil or another individual, it may decide not to release the results to the
parent. In such a situation, the school and the affected parent may wish to seek

independent legal advice.

T GCSEDBBEIFERDHBFTLHEDO—E TH D720, REFOERDHNILFHRAIRETH
%, £REDRABIIVEDHY FBA, 1L, ZOBREHETSE LA ERECHBOEA
ICBER £ 7 IR e E 2 RITTAREMEDL H 5 L FRAFIMT L 5813, R
TREEICHRLAEVWIEZRET DI EDHY ET, TDLHIMHE. FREXEEFT
T REFEI. BMILLOENPEZ RO 2 BBOLET,

For more information about UK GDPR, you can contact the Information Commissioner’s

off WEGDPROFEMICOVTIX, BRI v ¥ aF—FERICEHLADE (S,
ice.
Information sharing and academies BRAEBFETHT I —

Requirements of academies differ slightly and are derived from part 6 of the schedule to
the Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014.

THTI—DEHIFETEA Y. Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations
2014D R4 2 —ILD/S— FBIZHKET B,

Academies must provide a parent with an annual written report of a registered pupil’s
progress and attainment in the main subject areas unless the parent has agreed
otherwise.

THT I—0REEE, REZORENLVRY ., BRINCEROEELRICH T2
BEEEEREICOVWT, BEEACTRESZRE L ATNIE AR oAU,

Informing non-resident parents

FEEEE DREE~ DB

If a school does not know the whereabouts of a non-resident parent, it should make the
resident parent aware that the other parent is entitled to be involved in their child’s

education and request that information is passed on.

FROVFBEEOROAEZM S LWER, BEEDORIC, 65 —HAOENFHOKFIC
B59 2L H 2 2B, BREGADLOBEFINETH S,

If the resident parent refuses either to share information with the non-resident parent
or to provide their contact details, if they have them, so the school can deal with them
direct, the school can do nothing more. If the non-resident parent subsequently
contacts the school and requests access to information, the school should provide it to
that parent direct, after taking reasonable steps to satisfy itself that the individual is, in

fact, the child’s parent.

BEEORY, FEEEOREBERELB IS L. FREERIEEFICTES LI
ERETH > TWIHEIEINEZRETE I LE2ESTLIHE. FREZNULEAMETEE

Hh, ZDH. EBFEEFEOHRINFRIER L., BRADT 7 REZERLIHE, FRIF
L ZOEANEBICFELORTHD I EEMBE LD DRUBEBLH L LT,
ZOBICERBRZREMINETH 2,

A school does not need to seek the consent of a resident parent before recording the
contact details of the non-resident parent or sending them their child’s educational
information. It does not need to ask for a solicitor’s letter from a non-resident parent as
evidence that they are entitled to access this information. No court order is required
before providing statutory information to any parent entitled to receive it.

FRIE. FEEEOROBEIREEFRHELZY . FHOZKEBERL X -7V T8I0, BE
EOHDEREZRDDMHEIFHEV, FRIE. FBEEOBRN ZDERICT 7 2T 21EF]
NHdZEDIRE LT, BFEEOHEL OAELOEMERDDDEITH L, EEER
2 TMBEN N H 2 MITEEBERERET 200110, HHFTOBHIEHERL,

Obtaining
consent

Obtaining consent

E=2):EE
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. s — FROVBATHCRENEDICE L REZEORBZXNELT25HE. HRIIEFEOREE
If a school needs parental consent for extra-curricular visits and activities, a DEBE RS

headteacher should seek the consent of the resident parent. Exceptions to this are
when the decision is likely to have a long-term and significant impact on the child, or

the non-resident parent has requested to be asked for consent in all cases.

NETHD, L. ZORENFELICRANDG DERLZEZ 5 S AN B WS
A, FLREFEBEEEZFOBRDIITATOr —ATEABEZRDZ L IEFLTWIEREHNET
60

If a school considers it necessary or has been asked to seek consent from both parents,
it may wish to assume parental consent has not been given unless both agree. Such an
approach ensures that the school has treated the views of each parent equally and will
help safeguard its position in terms of exposure to any civil liability if, for example, the
child is injured while on a school trip.

FRHPTHEORELZRDDIMENH D EEZY, RKoohizl) LHEIE. MEORE
HRVERY ., BORBIEBONTLWAEVLWEEZZOANLWVTLE D, TOLHIBRTSA—F
Z. FMHORREEOERZEFICH >/ & AR L. HIZIE EBERTRICTFHAE
Fx L7256, REEAZHONDIAEEN’H D E VI RT, PROUBETFLZ LIZD
Bh B,

The school should avoid becoming involved in any disagreement between parents, but
might want to suggest that, if they cannot agree, they seek independent legal advice
about obtaining a prohibited steps order or specific issue order setting out exactly which

decisions each parent can make in respect of their child.

FRIE, MBOEROEBICESET S ZLIE#IFEINETTH, BROAGENMELNLAEW
BEIE. INTNOBRIPFHRICBELTCEDL S BAENTE DI A ERICED-ZILEE S
BUREREDDZIET 2 LICO0T, MY LIZEEROMEEZRD 2 Z L ZIREL
7=ARELWTL &,

Medical
treatment:
seeking
consent
following
an accident

or injury

Medical treatment: seeking consent following an accident or injury

EERITR  BREIIAGROAEDOE

A school may experience an issue when a child has had an accident and consent is
needed for emergency medical treatment. Section 3 of the Children Act 1989 states that
a person who does not have parental responsibility but nonetheless has care of a child

may:

FELAERICE L, BEARBELBICRENDERSES. FRIZMELZRET L2 LHH
%, 1989F REERFIKIE. BEABLAVWHIRELZEETIEIE. UTOIENTED L
FESHTWDS :

---do what is reasonable in all the circumstances of the case for the purpose of

safeguarding or promoting the child’s welfare.

REOENERELZBEESTSIENT, Ho2RRICEVWTHYE LRI L2217,

This allows a school to act ‘in loco parentis’ — that is, in place of a parent — or to seek

consent from a parent who may not hold parental responsibility.

Zhic& Y.
NTED,

FRIE HBRDY] LT HEVITREERFLAVRICEEERDZ Z &

It would clearly be reasonable for a school to take a child who needs to have a wound
stitched to hospital, but the parents — including the non-resident parent who has asked
to be kept informed of events involving the child — should be informed as soon as

possible.

HBODEENHERRBEZZRIRERISENTITC Z L IE, AoNICEEBN LRI ETHD
M. REE (REICBEADLIHEZEZMSEAVL I RO TWEIEFFEVREEEZED)
IZIE, TEBRPRELMOEZRETH D,

Guidance on health and safety responsibilities is available.

REBEDEFEICEATIHA X AA/HEEINTWS,

11/15




(A FVRIBRERE - EREBBEDI-HDHAF

B xR (deepl)
Safeguardin
guard Safeguarding RRIRE

g

All schools must have regard to the statutory guidance on keeping children safe in
education (KCSIE), which explains what schools and their staff must and should do to

safeguard pupils.

TARTOERIE, RELEFEZRETD-DICEREZDOBENMATZ LT NILm 0Dy,
FrMEINENEFALE [HE BT REERDLEDERICETZEEHM LV R
(KCSIE) | ICBBLATNIEAR AL,

Safeguarding is defined in KCSIE as:

REL X, KCSIETIERD L S ICEERESNTWS

protecting children from maltreatment

EHFhOFELETS

preventing the impairment of children’s mental and physical health or development

FELOLEODEBECREDEEZAHC

ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe

and effective care

RETHRNATTZRETEZIREDL LT, FEBLLARETEZL5129 5,

taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes

TRTDFELLLIRROBREFOND L5, 1TBT 2,

KCSIE emphasises that everyone who comes into contact with children and their
families has a role to play in safeguarding. School and college staff are particularly
important, as they are in a position to identify concerns early and provide help for
children so as to prevent concerns from escalating. They should consider at all times

what is in the best interests of a child.

KCSIEIZ, FEBPZORIEEET DI RNTDOAD. REICRALIREKEDNHDZ %2
FALTLS, FiC, FREXRFOHE IR, BEFEZEMICHKRL. BEFENLKT D
EBACTDHIC, FEBLDBICKEZRBTZUIGICHDH, EETHD, KolEBIC,
ANFELDREDFR LR DD EEZDNETH 5,

If a child is in immediate danger or at risk of harm, a referral should be made
immediately to children’s social care or the police, as appropriate. It will be for a school,
on a case-by-case basis, to consider the level of information, if any, that is provided to
parents when a referral has been made to children’s social care.

RENELBSLBRICIOINTLD, HIVERFELZIMAONIBNDH D56
. HBICIGLC T, RERUEREFLFERICELICBRINETH D, REMHAICE
2OBINTIGAE, REZFICEOBEOBRERUT 2D T—ANAT—XTHBH
. FROVRE D ETH D,

All schools should have a designated safeguarding lead — a full job description for the
role is provided in Annex C of KCSIE. Working with children’s social care, that member
of staff should generally lead on decisions about sharing information related to

safeguarding concerns with a child’s parent.

ITRTOFERIE, BESINREETELZRONETHD, ZORINDTELEE
skiz. KCSIE offExE C

ICEEHINTWVS, FELOHLSHNBELHBALAN L, TOBEIT—KNIC, FELDRE
HECDRELOBSICEETIBEROLAEICETIRELZTEINETH D,

Information sharing should always be in the best interests of the child. It will be
especially important that a school works closely with children’s social care to consider

next steps if it has reason to believe sharing information with a parent will potentially

BREFIL. BICFELOREDFRDI-HICHINEINETHS, REELEREHRE
THIET, FEBNLYRERBEDBRICIOINDARMNHD EERXLEBHLH D
BB FROVRDRT v 7RI T H7HI0, FELOHARNBELRTICEET L2 LD

put a child at greater risk of harm. BICEETH D,
Guidance about safeguarding and information sharing can be found in: t—T7H—FEBHREBICEATEIHNMERIE, UTESBEN/ L
Working together to safeguard children FELIbETFHI-ODHN

Information sharing advice for practitioners

EBEROZODEBREET KA X

Pupils
moving

schools

Pupils moving schools

REEREDER
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In the case of separated parents, case law states that all those with parental
responsibility must be consulted before important decisions are made, such as removing
a child from their school, when they should leave the school or which new school they
should attend.

REFOTMBROEE,. ¥IHETIH, FELEERIOEREFIEE, WORFIHES, £D
FLOUERICBODEZ LWL TEERAREZTIRIC. RELTOEEZFOTNTOAIC
LRSS RN ELTWDS,

Schools must still comply with the Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations
2006 when they receive a request to remove a child from the school register. However,
there is no statutory obligation on a school to notify one parent if the other decides to

remove their child — that responsibility rests solely with the separated parents.

BEAFENSHETIESREZALEED. 2006EHE (REX
ucation (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations

2006) ICREDRITNIEE SRV, 72720, —HOENFELERFIE D ERDHE.
ERNZOEEZBHT 5 ENRBEILHY £€A,

FRUL #%) 8 (Ed

Nonetheless, the child’s welfare is paramount, so, if a school is aware that parents are
separated and one parent decides to remove their child, staff may wish to ask that

parent if the other has been informed and has agreed to this.

EIEWVWR, FELDBHARBEIND 72D, WEAIFIEBELTWS Z EZ2EZRAEBIEL
AOBHBFESEBENED L RHIIFAE, BEEZDHIC, LI —FOBRNZDI Lz,
HL. RAELTLWRREI hEEAD L L,

A school should avoid becoming involved in parental conflicts. If parents are unable to
agree lines of communication between themselves on issues involving their child, they
may wish to seek independent legal advice and explore other options. These might
include referring the matter to non-court dispute resolution, such as mediation, or to the

family court for adjudication.

R, REEONILICEZREND Z L E2BITHENETT, FELLERT ZHEICD
WT, REZFRTELAEVWHE L ESARWEEIL, ML LAENBIEZ RS, ORI
ERIEATHIE2HBOLET, INICE, RELERHFTZEI L WIERRY, RE
HYFOBFEHZMCZ LB EEND,

Schools may consider it appropriate to make an early help referral. Early help means
providing support as soon as a problem emerges at any point in a child’s life. Where a
child would benefit from co-ordinated early help, an early help inter-agency assessment
should be arranged. Working together to safeguard children provides detailed guidance

on the early help process.

FRIE, BRTEEZBN T2 BUTHD EEXDHENH D, BEXEL L, F&
HLDODANEDEDORESICEWTH, FBENPELZLTCICKEARET I L THD, BHX
BICE-TFELNREEZZITZ LBbN2GEIE. BHXEBEO/-HOBER TR X
FEEREITRNETHD, FELETHD B IS, BRI A XICET S
A Z U ZPBEHINTWD

~—/\

Schools can also signpost parents to this guidance and other sources of support, such

as Citizens Advice and Coram Children’s Legal Centre.

PG, CONAE VAR, VFAVX - T RRALZPA—=F L - FILELYX - U—AHL

VR EOXEREREEICBNTHIEDTED,

Changing a
surname

Changing a surname

BFOEE

A change of surname is a private family law matter and should be resolved between
parents. The Ministry of Justice is responsible for government policies relating to private
family law. DfE retains policy responsibility for public family law.

HOEE LN LERIEEDEETH Y,
HHREEICET2BFOBEEZEL LTWD, DFEI,
REFLTVWET,

MBEOB TRRINDIRNELDTT, FHEEIE
NHBRREEICET 2BERET %

If one parent seeks to change the surname by which their child is known, a school
should ensure it does not do so without written evidence that the other parent, or
anyone else who has parental responsibility for the child, has given their consent. It
should source this evidence independently of the parent seeking to make the change.

FADBENFELOUEEEL LS ET2HE. FRIT. LORAOHR, FLIEIFELOR
ELTOEEZROPADPBRELTWAZ L ZHABITI2EANLTVRY ., ZOL 3 AEEZL
Lk SICLadniEmsisn, EEEZRKODFE I, COHMEAF LA

T s,

FRUE
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Regulation 5(1)(a) of the Education (Pupil Registration) Regulations 2006 requires a
school to record the full name of every pupil in alphabetical order in the admissions
register. This means the child’s full legal name and not any other name that the child is

known by.

Education (Pupil Registration) Regulations
2006 DRAI5(1) (a) Tl FRIEAFHEL

LETLHFTD I LERBFOITTWDE, Ihid

STWAHMDEZFITIEH Y £HA,

TIL7 7y MNETEIRTOEED 7L F—

E ERRE T LR —LEERL, REHNH

However, there may be circumstances where an informal name change has already
been adopted in school and it would not be in the child’s best interests to revert to a
different name. In such circumstances, a school should decide what action to take, but
the best interests of the child must be paramount.

LA L, ZRTIET TSR BREGRHOEENRAINTE Y, JIOZFIICRT Z eAFE
HbOHREDHRICHELBVEIARABEAONET, TDLIHHE, ERIFEDLS
BIOBEMEINENZTRODZINETH BN, FELOREDHEeREL LBITNIERS
U,

Where a child is subject to a special guardianship order, there are particular
considerations if a school receives a request to use a different surname. Section 14C(3)
of the Children Act 1989 states that:

FHAFHREFDONRE L >TWVWDIHA, PRVELDIUZERTIEFERIS
A, FRILEERIBETH D, 1989F REEFEILKCHEHQG)IZIFRD LS ICEENTWDS

While a special guardianship order is in force with respect to a child, no person may
cause the child to be known by a new surname--- without either the written consent of
every person who has parental responsibility for the child or the leave of the court.

Schools must therefore decline requests from special guardians for a child to be known

by a different surname unless the above criteria are met.

FERSSIEDINTVIEIE, [ATADL, ZOFORELZF DTN TOADERIC
FEREEIIBHFMOHFANLWERY ., ZOFIH L WHEZESE DL 2 LIETERL, TTE
STHERIE, LROEEZHE L TUVEWVRY, FBEAD O FHZF DM THERL S (S
EDEFEWSHRITNIEE SR,

Parent

Parent governors {REEHNNF —
governors
Schools must not restrict eligibility to nominate, vote or otherwise participate in parent | . _ N o n N N -
. gy o participate In p BEE, REEH S —REAOKE. BE. ZOROSMESE, B LTOREEEO
governor elections to parents holding parental responsibility. Under the School _ R o )
i . ) ) REEZICPRE LTILA 5%y, School Governance (Constitution) (England) Regulations
Governance (Constitution) (England) Regulations 2012, a ‘parent’ includes not just 2012
those with parental responsibility but also biological parents and anyone who cares for
o P P g gicalp / TiE. [REE] 10, BEERU TR, EOBVTLLERETAELAENG,
a child.
Guidance on the roles and duties of governing boards is available. BEXESOEE LICEATBRHA X RAH B,
Administrati o . o
Administration EHERELF
on

In accordance with Regulation 5(1)(c) of the Education (Pupil Registration) (England)
Regulations 2013, a headteacher must ensure the:

Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2013 Regulation
5()(c)IcfEV, HEBEIIUTOZ EZRIELABITNIEAE S .

names and addresses of all parents are included in the admission register

TRTCDOREEODKL EEMEAFELBICKEHT 2,

school register contains at least one telephone number by which to contact each
resident parent in case of an emergency

PREBFEIC, REBICEEERESICERTEZ2EFESM DA L IDEHIATWL
5T &,

Headteachers should therefore:

H->T, BBIEZHDITRETH D :

ask parents or guardians for the contact details — including names, addresses,
telephone numbers and email addresses — of all parents when they register a pupil

SEEZBHRTIERIC. REEFLEDKREL, F. BFEES. EX— LT FLRZEUERKST
TREEICBND,
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ensure they note the details of any court order in a pupil’s educational record SROHBERFICEHATHSOFEMEEERICERT 2,

Such information will be necessary when decisions need to be made about who can Z@J: S RIERIE, BINEENOFHICREZEORBENBERIGEC. ?& LARRUCTR -
give parental consent for an extra-curricular visit or should be contacted if the child is |75 %%%%HX%M\%ﬁ HoHGE, £, FYVERELARRICH7HBEICE I TED,
ill, as well as what to do in more difficult situations. J&;E?‘Z)Jé\gﬁ HEHZEIIREERY ET,

Example
If a biological parent, rather than a foster parent, comes to collect a child in local

authority care from school.

B

BHETIIAL, ROBRPBABABORETICH 2 FHEZRD OBRAIKIBE,

Schools should be mindful to protect parents’ private data from any other party and to
avoid accidental disclosure. This is particularly important, given that a parent may have

been, or be at risk of being, a victim of domestic violence.

L, REEOEANFRzMENOREL., BRENLRREZETLLIBEINETH
b, REEDNART A V7 - NAFLVZADBEETH 7Y, ZTOEBMENHZ Z &
EEZADE. INERKICERETH D,

Example

Annual attendance registers, commonly issued together with end-of-year reports,
generally include a pupil’s current address, so a school should be careful who it sends
them to. Similarly, if the school copies one parent into what it has sent the other, it may

disclose their private email address and correspondence.

A school needs to take the same care when providing information to foster parents and
biological parents if a child is in care. There may be circumstances in which the foster
parents’ details must not be disclosed to the biological family as part of safeguarding
the child.

B

—%E@LZEEEEOD%E":E —REICHITIN I EREFEBICIE. EROREMIEHINT
Wa 7, FRIZHICEZ D ERTI2LENDH B, H’Fi I ERA—AORICESTH D
ZH 5 —AORIZAE—LIBA, ZOROEANL A —ILT KL ICBEATHRRS
NDAREENDH S,

BENMREIN TV IHE, FRIEBFCEFRICERZEHEIZBRICHLRABKOIEZI S &
ELhDHD, FELOREO—IRE LT, BROFMERBICHRLTUIALRWVKRENH B
b LNy,

Liaising with social workers

V= v —h— D

There may be occasions when a child’s social worker will collect them from school. This
needs to be by prior agreement with either their birth parent or foster carer, depending
on the circumstances. A social worker should not enter school premises to collect a
child to attend a care review or contact meeting without the prior agreement of a

teacher, the birth parent or foster carer, and the child themselves.

HEHYET, ZHIFRKIRICHE
—ld. e, =8
ICHE

FHOY = v LT —H =D FHEEERD DWRAITIHE
LT, ERELEEREOFFOERILETH D, V- v ILT—h
FREER. BLUFELRADEROERL LIS, FT7 L E1—FRIEERRE
TR1DICTFELZEDDTDICEROBMRNICADZNETED Y £HA,

A school may on occasion need to contact a social worker — for example, in regard to a
child’s health or absence from school. However, in most circumstances, the primary
carer is best placed to have that conversation with the school and to report on the
outcome to their social worker.

5 Z
FREFELAEWVL, ZOHEREZY -2 v LT —H—

iE, FELORBREPRFICEALTAETH S, LAHL, mLTLoizsa, FRED
ICHRET 20D mLBYITH 5,
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